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Early Years Curriculum Vocabulary Overview
At St Marys we understand that spoken language underspin’s all learning and development, our environment is language rich with high quality interactions between children and adults at the heart of all teaching. Through conversation and teaching we model high quality speaking guidelines (see Oracy subject knowledge map) and vocabulary that allow extensive opportunities for children to use and embed new words in a range of contexts  Below indicates vocabulary that children will have learnt, used and will know by the time they leave nursery and reception, although this is in depth we realise that this is not an extensive list and words that are seen within new text books and stories will also be used.  
	Topic across the EY unit
	Early Years Curriculum links
	National curriculum links
	Vocabulary that we will know when we leave Nursery
	Vocabulary that we will know when we leave Reception

	All about me
(Autumn 1)
	Personal Social and Emotional 

	Relationships, Sex and Health Education
History 
Religion and Worldviews 

	Share, same different, friend, family, choose, like, because, weather, yesterday, today, first, last, before, now, next

	Similar/ different, culture, family, sequence, originate, the past
new, old
creation, God, world, belief

	Magic and Sparkle/ Celebrations (Autumn 2) 
	Understanding of the world
Expressive arts and design  
	Religion and Worldviews 
History 
Science
	Bonfire, firework, Christmas, Cathedral, Christian, bible, Jesus, baby, child, star, cross, donkey, journey, mix, colour, sparkle, Autumn, brown, mix, light, dark, line, circle, colour, print, pattern, roll, shiny, rough prickly, smooth. glue, stick, pattern,
	A long time ago, Mary, Joseph, Bethlehem, Stable, Christian, Bible, celebrate, decorate, give/ receive, son, season, deciduous, golden brown, auburn, collage, portrait, shade, similar, different, wavy, curved, sculpture transparent, veins.

	Our Frozen Planet 
(Spring 1) 
	Understanding of the world

	Geography 
Science 
Religion and Worldviews 

	 Muslim, Mosque, crescent moon, festival, Eid, Winter, freezing, melting freeze, melt, cold, ice, change
	Arctic, Antarctic, reverse, solid, liquid, world, globe, ice, process
Special, unique

	Circle of life (Spring 2)
	Understanding of the world

	Geography 
Science
History 
Religion and Worldviews 

	Easter, Jesus, growing, change/changing, watching/ looking, observe, Spring, frogspawn, tadpole, frog, cocoon, caterpillar healthy, chick, tadpole, egg, Spring, seed, flower 

	Metamorphism, observe, change, decay, rot, life cycle, Easter, cross, forgive, sin, tomb, crucified, Spring, leaf, plant, nutrients

	Traditional stories (Summer 1)
	Expressive arts and design  
Literacy 
	English 
Religion and Worldviews 

	Once up a time, first, beginning, end, clay, roll/rolling
(words linked to stories- see EY curriculum map)
	Beginning, middle, end, problem
(words linked to stories- see EY curriculum map)
Wood, brick, cardboard, paper, strong/stronger
Flood, peace, Ark

	Our wonderful world (Summer 2) 
	Expressive arts and design  
Understanding of the world
	Geography 
Science 
Religion and Worldviews 

	Space, world, home, planet, Summer, road, path, over, past, through, under, home

	Atlas, land, sea, country, road, path, over, past, though, under the sea, deep, depth, galaxy, 
Home, happy, safe



	Vocabulary 
	Vocabulary that we will know when we leave Nursey
	Vocabulary that we will know when we leave Reception

	Maths 
	More, lots, tens, same, shape, sides, corners, straight, flat, round, more than, less than, fewer, on, under, up, down besides, in front, behind  

	Tens, ones, tens frame, add, subtract, share, equal, equally, 2d, 3d, vertices, capacity, half, repeat, before, after, odd, even, double, subitise, number bonds

	Literacy 
	Book, title, cover, author, page, rhyme, initial sound, alliteration, sound out, blend 


	Segment, blend, fluently, full stop, finger space, capital letter, anticipate, digraph, trigraph, poem, narrative, upper case, lower case. 

	Vocabulary that Upper Foundation children will be exposed to in Summer 2 in order to be ready for KS1 learning

	Length, short, shortest, longest, long, sentence, split diagraph, place value, ten, one, grid, addition, subtraction, mass, England, globe, map, Wakefield, United Kingdom
fiction, non-fiction
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